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The Cistercian monastery of Santa Maria de Xunqueira
de Espadanedo could have its origin in an early
medieval monastery that would become a Benedictine
monastery dedicated to San Juliin during the Middle
Ages, joining the Cistercian Order through the
neighbouring monastery of Montederramo at the end
of the 12th centuary.

The church has a basilica floor plan from the medieval
period, with three naves ending in semicircular apses.
Inside the church the following features stand out: a
stone altar, a baptismal font and an interesting
collection of historiated capitals.

In the Modern Age (16th-18th century) the Regular
Cloister was rebuilt and later on the Inn and the
Porter's lodge were erected. The church facade and
tower were rebuilt between 18e1-1802. The heads of
the medieval apses are dressed with modern
altarpieces that are explained in the Counter-
Reformation. The iconographic programme of the
th|:I|L revolves around two fundamental themes: the
figure of Mary (main and entrance altarpieces) and the
exaltation of western monasticism in the figures of its
founders, Saint Benedict of Nursia and Saint Bernard of
Clairvaux (Baroque altarpieces).

GUIDED / FREE VISITS: (2 € / 1.50 € concessions; Combined 3€ /

250 € concessions. Low seasom W/Th/F/SaSu (closed 1th
December to 1nth March) July-August-September, closed on
'|'-.1|.'-.L|:'|:rx. .\.|-.|111an|.;' 11:00,12200,12:45,13:30 Afternoon
17:00,1 7450 8:30,10:30 Possibility of free visits (20min) at 12,30 and
:|f1 30 [||||| table subject to worship, no visits on Sundays 12:45. Last

visit from October, 17:30



XUNCUEIRA




1. REGULAR CLOISTER
(XVI-XVII)

2, CHURCH (XI11)

3. STONE ALTAR (XIII)
4. TOME OF PAIO
YANEZ DE ABELENDA
(XVI)

5. MAIN ALTARPIECE
(XVII)

6. BAROQUE
ALTARPIECES (X VIII)

=. ALTARPIECES (XV1I)
8. STONE BAPTISMAL
FONT (XIII)

g. SACRISTY (XVII)

10, HIGH CHOIR

11. ABREY ROOMS

12, INN (XVID)

13. PORTER'S LODGE

(X VI

14. MONASTERY
FACADE (X VII-XVIII)
15. NEOCLASSICAL
FACADE OF THE
CHURCH (XIX)

16. NORTH DOOR (XIII)
17. ROMANESQUE
CHANCEL (XIII) AND
“CHIROLA" (XVII)







Cisrercian (XI-XTX)
There is a place in the Ribegira Sacra
where the stongs tgll storigs, the sun
marks theg passing of timeg on theg walls of
a Tuscan cloister, and a Blanneris!
Virgin, like an €gyptian goddess,
breas!feeds the mystic Sainl Bernard.
There is a place in the Ribeira Saera with
diant [ridges, ancient waler mills and
modern windmills, with eathedrals of
silence, and a natural baleony, over a
thousand mgters above the Caindn do Sil.
In the heart of the Ribgira Sacra ligs an
gxelusive eapital, the "tesouros’ of the
"mouros” and the seergt of alehemy:
garth, air, waler and firg are transformed
into art, thanks to the ancestral wisdom
of the "eacharrgiro”, a demiurge who,
with his hands, frees the soul from the
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